[Motor potentials evoked by magnetic stimulation--a tool for objective assessment of motor conduction along the spinal cord and its roots].
Magnetic stimulation of the motor cortex and nerve roots in conjunction with F-wave recording was used for assessment of central and peripheral motor conduction times in 98 patients suffering from myelopathy and cervical or lumbo-sacral radiculopathy. Significant prolongation of the central motor conduction times was found in the myelopathy group. The Motor Evoked Potential was of low amplitude and distorted shape. The amplitude of the F-wave was markedly increased. The main feature of the radiculopathy group was prolonged motor root conduction time as evident by delayed F-wave. Motor evoked potentials proved to be a reliable objective tool in the functional evaluation of conduction along the spinal cord and its roots.